
Conducting K-12 Site Assessments With SITE ASSESS

Welcome! The Webinar will begin at 1:00 p.m. EST

• Please turn on your computer speakers.

• Use the Q&A Pod to send a message to the moderator. Your 
questions and comments will be addressed at the end of the 
Webinar. Use the Downloads Pod to download handouts.

• For support during the Webinar, please contact the REMS TA 
Center at info@remstacenter.org or 1-855-781-REMS (7367).

• You are invited to participate in a 30-minute Web Chat via the 
REMS TA Center Community of Practice following the 
Webinar. This may be accessed from the Web Links Pod.



Conducting K-12 Site 
Assessments With SITE 
ASSESS

info@remstacenter.org | https://rems.ed.gov/ | @remstacenter



Housekeeping

• To download a copy of pertinent handouts, use the 
Downloads Pod on your screen. Select the name of the 
handout(s) you want, and click the “Download File(s)” 
button.

• There is no dial-in for this Webinar. Audio is available via 
the link provided. If you are experiencing difficulty hearing 
the audio stream, make sure your computer speaker 
volume is turned up.

• If you experience technical difficulties during the Webinar, 
please contact the REMS TA Center at 
info@remstacenter.org or 1-855-781-REMS (7367). You 
may also request technical assistance using the Q&A Pod. 
These questions are viewable to the Webinar moderator 
only.
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Questions & Answers

Questions 
during the 
Webinar? 

Please use the 
Q&A Pod on the 
right side of your 
computer screen.

Questions 
after the 
Webinar? 

Please submit to 
info@remstacenter.org.

4



Presenters

U.S. Department of Education

Office of Safe and Healthy Students

Readiness and Emergency Management for 
Schools (REMS) Technical Assistance (TA) 
Center



Agenda

1. Introduction to Site Assessments

2. Overview of SITE ASSESS

3. Strategies for Collaboration

4. Q&A Session



What Is a Site Assessment?



Site Assessment Teams



Preparedness



Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design



Emergency Operations Plans

Identify 
potential threats 

and hazards

Evaluate risks 
and 

vulnerabilities



U.S. Government Accountability 
Office Report

GAO 
Estimated 

98% of School 
Districts 

Conduct Site 
Assessments



Agenda

1. Introduction to Site Assessments

2. Overview of SITE ASSESS

3. Strategies for Collaboration

4. Q&A Session



Introduction



Development Process

Conducted 
a review of 
existing site 
assessment 

tools

•four federal agencies

•seven state agencies 
and organizations

•three school districts



Development Process (cont).

Created content based on existing site assessment 
tools

• Assessment questions and topics

• Improving education facilities

Created content based on the School Guide

• Site assessment definition and purpose

• Step 2 of the six-step planning process

• Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design

• Sharing information with first responders



Overview of Functionality

• Secure mobile app
• Provides critical info about 

hazards and threats
• Allows teams to add 

customized questions
• Equips practitioners with 

information and 
knowledge

• Complements and 
supports mitigation and 
prevention activities



Introduction Section

• About

• Site Assessments

• Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design

• Universal Design

• Resources



Start Assessment

• New Assessment

• Existing Assessment

• Collect data over time



Assessment Section

• Facility Characteristics and 
Surrounding Area

• Facility Exterior

• Facility Interior

• Security Policies, Procedures, 
and Systems



Assessment Section (cont.)



Improve Section



Resources Section

Safe School Design

Swimming Pools, 
Bleachers, Soccer 

Goals, & 
Playgrounds

Building Codes

Mitigation 
Planning

Universal Design
Drinking Water & 
Electrical Devices

ABA & ADA 
Standards

Evacuation & 
COOP

Environmental 
Health



Resources Section (cont.)

Tornadoes, 
Hurricanes, 

Earthquakes, Floods, 
& High Winds

Hazardous Materials 
Leaks in Schools

Chemical 
Management & Spill 

Prevention

Food Safety
Infection Disease and 

Pest Management

Crime Prevention 
Through 

Environmental 
Design

Cybersecurity Safe Routes to School
Terrorism & Active 

Shooters



Tools Section

Share 
information with 
first responders

•Checklist

•Data sharing feature



Agenda

1. Introduction to Site Assessments

2. Overview of SITE ASSESS

3. Strategies for Collaboration

4. Q&A Session



Information Sharing

Site 
Assessment

General & 
Special 

Educators

School 
Administrators

Facility 
Managers

School Nurses

School 
Resource 

Officers or Law 
Enforcement Fire Officials

Emergency 
Medical 
Services 

Technicians

School District 
Personnel

Student & 
Family 

Representative



Export as Word Document

Share via external application

View, edit, and/or save on a computer

Print for review or record keeping



Export as Application File

Share via external application

Import into another mobile device

View, edit, and add data



Agenda

1. Introduction to Site Assessments

2. Overview of SITE ASSESS

3. Strategies for Collaboration

4. Q&A Session



Questions & Answers

During the Webinar 

Please use the Q&A Pod on the right side of your computer 
screen to submit questions.

After the Webinar 

Please submit questions to info@remstacenter.org. 
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Get Connected
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Phone:  (855) 781-7367 (REMS)
Email:  info@remstacenter.org

For additional information, resources, 
training, and technical assistance, 
please contact the REMS TA Center.

Request 
an 

On-Site 
Training 

Request 
Technical 

Assistance 

Connect on Twitter 
@REMSTACenter

http://rems.ed.gov/
http://rems.ed.gov/RequestTA.aspx
http://rems.ed.gov/TA_VirtualTrainings.aspx
http://rems.ed.gov/TA_TrainingsByRequest.aspx


Community of Practice Chat
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SITE ASSESS Web Chat

https://rems.ed.gov/COP/REMSCOPforum/messages.aspx?TopicID=341
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